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EXTERIOR SIGNS are being installed for the first time at MMC. Like this large
sign going up at the Bramhall entrance, the 14 signs are especially visible with
their illuminated lettering. Emergency, Admitting, and the Dana Center are some
of the designated areas for signage. (AN Photo)

Legislative agenda
includes health care
The Maine Legislature left the Maine
Health Care Finance Commission
(MHCFC) intact when it adjourned last
Spring. A bill that would have abolished
the Commission was defeated in the
legislature, but it lead to the creation of
a Blue Ribbon Commission to study
health care regulation in Maine. A threatened referendum attempt to abolish the
MHCFC had been called off earlier, so
the agency will remain until at least 1989
pending the Blue Ribbon panel's report.
Maine's hospitals are not content to
live quietly with the MHCFC until 1989,
however. The financial burden on hospitals is growing, and specific portions of
the MHCFC law are having a severe and
immediate impact. To address the immediate concerns, the Maine Hospital
Association has introduced three bills to
the Maine Legislature.
The health care personnel shortage is
addressed by a bill sponsored by Rep.
Marge Clark (D-Brunswick). Under the
current regulations, hospitals are not able
to make the wage adjustments necessary to attract and retain qualified professionals. As competition for professional!
technical personnel-nurses,
physical
therapists, respiratory therapists, and
others-increases
across the country,
Maine hospitals are losing out to those
in states that can increase wage offerings. The Clark bill would:
• immediately address retention of these
employees by allowing for wage increases and other changes in working
conditions, such as availability of child
care.
• permit hospitals to begin to address
the supply of such personnel through tuition payments and other mechanisms
such as recruitment.
• provide funds for scholarships and
loans through a health care worker loan
fund to be administered by the Department of Educational and Cultural Services and operated in a manner similar to
the state's physician loan fund.
• make changes to the MHCFC to enable hospitals to recover certain education
and training costs incurred on behalf of
their employees and for reimbursement
of wage and benefit costs if the hospital
meets certain tests and standards which
relate to the shortage.
The bill is cosponsored by Senate
Majority
Leader Nancy Clark (0Cumberland) and Representative Jean
Dellert (R-Gardiner).

Another bill would protect health care
workers involved with the treatment of
AIDS patients and allow hospitals to recoup the costs involved in conforming
with universal precautions. Sponsored by
Senator Barbara Gill (R-Cumberland), it
would:
• amend the recently passed informed
consent statute to provide a mechanism
to obtain a test in situations of accidental exposure of health care workers.
• expand the definition of confidentiality to include health care workers who
have a legitimate need to have access
to information in order to assist a patient
or protect the safety of others.
• conform, whenever appropriate, state
policy to Centers for Disease Control protocols and recommendations.
• clarify that it is not coercive to request
an HIV test as a condition of care or treatment when medically indicated or to
safeguard the health of the patient or a
health care worker.
• clarify that the MHCFC legislation include cost increases incurred by hospitals in conforming to CDC, JCAHO,
OSHA, and other federal, state, and local AIDS rules and regulations.
The Certificate of Need Development
Account was established as part of the
MHCFC legislation. It designates a cer-

tain amount of money each year that may
be spent to fund projects approved in the
Certificate of Need process. The account
is drastically underfunded, meaning that
projects approved by the state as needed cannot be brought into existence. This
is creating delays of two years or more
before cost-saving and in some cases
life-saving equipment and services can
be brought into Maine communities.
A bill sponsored by Senator Barbara
Gill (R-Cumberland) would:
• provide for approval of several projects
approved by the Department of Human
Services, but unable to proceed because
of the limit imposed on the CON Development Account for 1987.
• temporarily resize the account for 1988
to allow approval and start-up of enough
projects to meet important community
needs.
• prohibit hospitals from receiving any
credits not related to needed and approved projects, and makes no permanent changes in the CON Development
Account, leaving that to the newly-formed
Blue Ribbon Commission.
The CON bill is cosponsored by Senate President
Charles
Pray (0Penobscot), Assistant Gap House Leader Eugene Paradis (R-Old Town), and
Rep. Neil Rolde (D-York).

THE FRATERNAL ORDER of Eagles recently made a $5,000 grant in support of
kidney research at MMC. The project is to develop a more accurate method of
performing the cross-match that indicates the suitability of a donor to provide
a kidney for transplant. Above, left to right: Carl Nielson, Vice President of Maine
State Aerie, and Sadie Lebel, State Auxiliary President, present the check to project investigators, Dr. Richard J. Mahoney, Dr. Kenneth A. Ault, and Dr. Donald
A. Leeber. (AN Photo)

About People
Stephen L. Perry has been named
Project Manager for Engineering at
Maine Medical Center, charged with the
coordination of renovation projects, implementing architectural, engineering,
and mechanical phases.
Perry brings to MMC 16 years of practical engineering experience. Most recently he was Project Engineer for F.P.
and C.H. Murray in Portland where he
was responsible for early planning of
medical and professional projects, job
cost analysis, subcontractor relationships
and quality assurance.
Perry is a graduate of the University of
Southern Maine.

Patients get cable
Patients in Maine Medical Center can
now watch more movies, more sports,
and more news on television.
Cable has been installed in every
patient's room. Now patients can tune in
13 new channels including New England
Sports Network, the headline news, and
country music.
Although adult patients must pay to
rent a television, cable service is offered
free of charge. There's no charge for televisions in pediatrics, and as a special
treat, children can watch the Disney
channel as well as other cable channels.
Some of the income to MMC from the television rental fees will pay the Public Cable bill, about $1,000 per month. The
balance is used by Social Work to assist
patients with financial need, and by the
Women's Board of Maine General
Hospital.
"We wanted to expand our television
services to patients and offer them a
greater variety of program entertainment," says Mike Swan, Associate Vice
President for Administrative Services.
"It's important that patients are cared for
in the most comfortable and pleasing environment possible."

Social Security #'s
required for children
Sick Time Reward
Incentive Program
Reminder
If you received a letter saying you are
eligible for the sick time rewardlincentive
program, you must complete the letter
and return it to the Personnel Office no
later then Friday, February 12, 1988, to
trade a portion of your sick time for additional vacation or pay.

New Employees
HOUSEKEEPING: Aalmi Azimi, John
Barnes, Dennis Corbett, Amy DeCosta,
Lorie Kemp, Joseph Kenney.
CHEMISTRY:

Charisse Barry.

NURSING: Norma Blood, Susan Broman,
Bonnie Iverson, Georgia Finch, Pamela
Leclair, Edward Lewis, Mary Jane Risbara,
Patricia Storer, Kathleen Wurgler.
FOOD SERVICE:

Doris Beasley.

New legislation now requires that all
children age five and over have social
security numbers. You will be required to
place that number on your 1987 tax return. Don't panic if you have applied for
a number and have not received
it. .. when you file your taxes you may
put "applied for" in the blank that asks
for the number.
It will take 8-10 weeks from the time
you apply to receive the number. You will
need to present two forms of identification with the application. Applications
can be obtained from the Social Security office, 151 Forest Avenue, Portland.
PHLEBOTOMY:

Nancy Carroll.

CENTRAL SERVICE: Christopher Casale,
Curtis Sidelinger, Gordon Smith.
RADIOLOGY:
Plouffe.
MATERIELS
Cyprien.
STAFF
D'Angelo.

Alan

Crocker,

Warm up your winter with health information programs presented by MMC
professionals, who will share their knowledge and expertise with you on a variety of topics.
"HealthTalks," developed by the Public
Information Department, serves the community in health awareness and education. The programs are free and open to
the public.
Today's Family, Today's Problems
Wednesday, February 24, 7-9 PM
A panel of psychiatrists talks about issues today's family needs to understand:
single parenting, eating disorders, aging,
childhood, substance abuse, stress and
more. Learn about the problems, how
they happen, how they can be prevented, and what can be done when they
occur.
Arthritis
Thursday, March 3, 1:30-3 PM
Rheumatolegist George Morton, M.D.
talks about arthritis, which in all forms afflicts 40 million Americans-including
150,000 Mainers. Learn about the nature
and symptoms of the disease, its causes
and cures, and how it can and can't be
treated.
(Call for information about parking arrangements for this special afternoon
session.)
Especially for Women
Healthy Now, Healthy Later
Wednesday, March 30, 7-9 PM
What you do in your 20s and 30s can
influence your health for the rest of your
life. Learn how with this potpourri of important topics: osteoporosis, nutrition, exercise, cancer prevention and detection,
and health maintenance. Presented by
Larry Anderson, M.D., and Suneela
Nayak, RN.
Location for all programs: Charles A.
Dana Center. For further information
please call 871-2196.

Theresa

Volunteer Services
MANAGEMENT:

Charles

DEVELOPMENT:

Regina

is in need of paperback books
Any donations

SWITCHBOARD:

are welcome

and may be left in the
Volunteer Office

Laura MacDonald.

Marketplace
FOR SALE: 1980 Honda Civic 1500 GL, 5
speed, AM/FM stereo/cassette, anti-theft
device, economical, reliable, $1,200. Call
774-5313 days, or 767-3210 evenings.
FOR RENT: 3 BR house, parking, appliances, small yard, WID, Waterville Street.
Available immediately. Call 775-2112 or
773-3242 evenings.
FOR RENT: Vacation condo, North Myrtle beach, SC, April 10-17.2 BR luxury condo with sauna and whirlpool. Close to
beach and golf courses, price negotiable.
Call 761-0846 and leave message.
FOR RENT: Feb. through Mayor June,
Cape Elizabeth furnished home, 2 BR, 2
baths, living room, family room and large
kitchen, $750/mo., plus utils. Call 799-4462
evenings.
FOR SALE: 2-3 BR Cape in Yarmouth, V2
acre on dead end street in nice neighborhood. Asking $129,000. Call x4012.
FOR SALE: Barnboard dry sink, $35; 60'
round walnut table, $50; white Nursemate
shoes 9M, worn once, $20; electric typewriter (10 years old) works well, $20; 45
Gourmet and Bon Appetite cooking magazines, $10. Call 854-8240.
FOR RENT: New,1 BR loft style, Eastern
Prom area. $435/mo.
heated,
call
774-9303.
FOR RENT: Rooms in residential section
of Deering. Non-smoker, kitchen privileges,
under cover parking,
shared bath.
$300/mo., call 772-5103.
FOR RENT: Large front room, quiet
street, kitchen priVileges, parking undercover, non-smoker, references, $325/mo.,
call 772-5103.
FOR RENT: Large 2 BR apartment, modern, hardwood floors, parking included.
$475/mo. plus utils., call 774-0831.
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FOR RENT: Professional roommate wanted for Prouts Neck house. Fully furnished,
fireplace, few steps to beach. $250/mo.
plus utils., call 871-8027 or 883-6421.
FOR RENT: Female to share townhouse
in Portland, quiet neighborhood, off street
parking, 2 BR, 1V2 bath, dishwasher, WID,
non-smoker preferred, cats allowed.
$275/mo. plus V2 utils. Available 3/1188,
call 871-7105.
ROOMMATEWANTED: 2 females sharing
large apartment need a third, $200/mo.
plus utils., call 774-9303.
ROOMMATE WANTED: House to share
with professional female, WID available,
$300/mo., call774-9303.
ROOMMATE WANTED: Female to share
modern apartment in Old Port area.
$290/mo., call 774-9303.
WANTED: Used dental x-ray unit or similar size/type unit. Call 786-0973 or
782-2256.
WANTED: Homes to wallpaper or paint.
Professionals with excellent references
will wallpaper ($75 for an average room,
wall preparation extra), or paint (estimates
given) your rooms. Please call 774-9506,
leave message.
FOR SALE: 1987 red porsche, must sell!
Best offer, call 775-2605 evenings.
FOR SALE: Yamaha keyboard, model
PS-55 with stand, list $817, asking $600.
Full size mattress and box spring, like new,
$100. Call 772-1985 after 5 PM.
FOR SALE: 1984300 ZX Nissan metallic
gray, T-roof, A/C, power windows, doors,
steering. Electronic security system,
AM/FM cassette, 8 way adjustable sports
seats. Excellent condition. Asking $9,950,
call 774-2113 days, 854-0391 evenings and
weekends.
FOR SALE: 1981 Subaru GL wagon 4x4.
64,000 miles, good condition, tape deck
stereo. $2,000, call 839-2636.
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FOR SALE: Tuntari rowing machine,
$150; floor model humidifier, $35; wool
oriental style rug, 8 112' x 11', red with
blue, teal and gold, $200. All items in excellent condition. Call 926-4058 evenings.
FOR SALE: 1985 Chevy Celebrity Euro
Sport wagon 46K, superb condition and
maintenance, A/C, fog lamps, AM/FM cassette, sun roof, power brakes, steering and
door locks, 4 speed OD auto trans, 2.8 V6,
32 mpg, class II trailer hitch, $6,850 or best
offer. Call 767-5026.
FOR SALE: Pentax ME 35 mm camera
E/W 1.17 50 mm lens, power winder with
case. Sakar 80-200 mm macro zoom lens,
Rokinon fast recycle flash, excellent condition. $300, call 781-5555.
FOR SALE: Sailboat, 29', inboard diesel,
wheel, harken roller-gurling, micrologic
horan, dinghy, call 772-3050 after 6 PM.
FOR SALE: 1982 Citation, 4 door hatchback, power steering, AM/FM stereo radio,
good condition,
$650. Call 774-7383
evenings.
FOR SALE: Kenmore dehumidifier, 20
pint automatic, asking $35; Presto quartz
heater 75011500watts, asking $30; Nordica ski boots, excellent condition, size 7 N,
great for beginning skier, asking $25; call
799-6482 after 6 PM.
CHILDCARE: Will babysit your child on
weekends if you need time away to relax.
Warm, loving grandmother. Call 772-5103
mornings.
WANTED: Moving, must find good home
for free gray-orange-white "money" female kitten, Call 773-7436, or x2509.

